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Nasogastric Tube: Feeding
Continued While Position Still
Being Checked, Patient Dies.

he patient was admitted to the hos-
pital for respiratory problems. A
nasogastric tube was inserted to provide
nourishment.
The tube became occluded after
some period of use and had to be re-
moved and replaced by the nursing
staff. An x-ray was ordered to confirm
correct placement.
The x-ray showed it was not cor- | !
L]

rectly placed, that is, it extended down
the trachea into the lung rather than
down the esophagus into the stomach.
The feeding tube was removed and re-
placed and another x-ray was taken.
While reading of the second x-ray
was still pending the nurses resumed
infusing nourishment through the tube.
In fact, the tube had again been inserted The allegations in the pa-
into the lung. tient’s family’s lawsuit went

Infus.ion of nourishment into the beyond the neg’igence of the
lung seriously compounded the pa- nurses
tient’s respiratory problems and she The lawsuit also found fault
died. . o

The Court of Appeals of Arkansas with the _co_mm umcat:oy proc-
wrestled with legal technicalities in- esses within tf'e hospital ‘_)e'
volved in continuing the lawsuit against ~ tween the medical and nursing
the hospital’s corporate parent after the ~ Staff. That would tend to indi-
hospital itself had settled with the fam- ~ cate @ more widespread prob-
ily for the consequences of the nurses”  lem that a simple error or

negligence. Lee v. Quorum Health Re- omission by the nursing staff.

sources, 2006 WL 3222648 (Ark. App., COURT OF APPEALS OF ARKANSAS
November 8. 2006). November 8, 2006
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