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T he thirty-nine year-old patient had 

been treated with emergency surgery 

for a right-side brain abscess that was caus-

ing brain-stem herniat ion.   

 The surgery had involved resection, 

that is, removal of a major portion of the 

right side of her brain, leav ing significant 

left-sided paralysis, speech impairment, 

blindness in both eyes and a host of other 

neurological problems. 

 The patient needed a comprehensive 

program of assistance with all major act ivi-

ties of daily liv ing and was transferred to a 

nursing home. 

 In the nursing home she was left alone 

on the commode in the middle of the night.  

She fell and struck her head. 

 She was examined by the nursing 

home’s medical director.  He found noth-

ing wrong.  A few days later, however, the 

patient was rushed to the E.R. with  a new 

subdural hematoma from the fall which 

now compounds the problems she had be-

fore. 

 Her lawsuit against the nursing home 

in the Circu it Court, Dane County, Wis-

consin settled for $500,000.  Harrison v. 
Meriter Health Services, 2007 WL 4976341 
(Cir. Ct. Dane Co., Wisconsin, July 1, 2007). 
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